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ABSTRACT

Correlational methods are compared to an alternative
method based on decision theory and logistic regression for providing
validity evidence for college admissions and course placement
criteria. The advantages and limitations of both methods are
examined. The correlation coefficient measures the strength of the
linear statistical relationship between one or more measures (e.g.,
test score or high school grade point average) and college grade
point average (GPA). However, correlations are difficult to interpret
and provide little direct information about the practical
implications of using particular measures and corresponding cutoff
scores. They are also hampered by restrictive statistical assumpltions
and restriction of range problems. For example, course grades or
college GPA carry values understood to range from A to F; however,
experience with over 80 institutions shows that students seldom
receive grades lower than a C. In addition, correlational methods are
relevant only for students who are admitted to the institution or to
the course, but are not readily applicable to students for whom
admissions or placement decisions are yet to be made. Validity
indices provide direct evidence of a measure's utility for making
admissions or course placement decisions. The practical implications
of using specific cutoff scores for all students of interest are
shown. Validity indices are less affected than correlation
coefficients by restriction of range problems in the measure(s) used
to make admissions or placement decisions. This method can
effectively use multiple measures for estimating students' chances of
success, where success can be defined by a meaningful local standard.

The data is presented in several figures and tables. (Contains 12
references.) (SW)
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for Management Research, Policy Analysis, and Planning

This paper was presented at the Thirty-Fifth

Annual Forum of the Association for Institutional

Research held at the Boston Sharaton Hotel & Towers,
Boston, Massacusetts, May 28-31, 1995. This paper
was reviewed by the AIR Forum Publications Committee
and was judged to be of high quality and of interest

to others concerned with the research of higher education.
it has therefore been seiected to be included in the ERIC
Collection of Forum Papers.

Jean Endo
Editor
AIR Fcrum Publications
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